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Suggested Plants used by Aboriginal People for use in a 

Bush Tucker Theme Garden 
 

 
Botanical Name   Common Name  Usable Portion 
 
CLIMBER/GROUNDCOVER  
Billardiera scandens    Apple Berry   Fruit 
Cissus antarctica    Native Grape   Fruit 
Eustrephus latifolius   Wombat Berry   Young shoots and fruit 
Glycine clandestina    Twining Glycine  Roots  
Leichhardtia leptophylla   Bush Banana   All parts  
Tetragonia tetragonoides  Warrigal Greens  All green parts 
Viola hederaceae   Native Violet   Flowers 
 
 
SHRUBS 
Acacia  species   Wattle    Gum, seeds* 
Callistemon species   Bottlebrush   Nectar 
Calocasia esculentum   Taro    Roots edible 
Citriobatus pauciflorus  Orange Thorn   Fruit 
Cordyline stricta    Slender Palm Lily  Fruit 
Correa alba     White Correa   Leaves for tea making 
Doryanthes excelsa    Gymea Lily   Seeds, roots and fl spike 
Lomandra species   Mat Rush   Leaf base, seeds edible 
Myoporum acuminatum  Boobialla   Fruit 
Persoonia lanceolata   Lance Leaf Geebung  Fruit 
Persoonia levis   Broad Leaf Geebung  Fruit 
Santalum acuminatum   Quandong   Fruit, seed 
Themeda australis   Kangaroo Grass  Seed 
Xanthorrhoea australis   Grasstree   Flower spike soaked in 
         water/produces sweet drink 
 
TREES 
Acmena smithii    Lillipilli    Fruit 
Davidsonia pruriens   Davidsons Plum  Fruit 
Dicksonia antarctica    Soft Tree Fern   Starchy pith  
Ficus species    Fig    Fruit 
Macadamia integrifolia   Macadamia Nut  Seed kernel 
Melaleuca quinquenervia   Paperbark   Nectar.  
Podocarpus elatus   Brown Pine   Fruit stalk 
Sterculia quadrifida    Peanut Tree   Kernel 
Syzygium luehmanii    Bush Apple   Fruit 
 
*Not ALL species seeds are edible.  Do NOT eat ANY seeds that are green 
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Suggested Bird-Attracting Native Plants 
 for School Gardens  
 
Botanic Name         Common Name   Size  
 
GROUNDCOVERS 
Dichondra repens    Kidney Weed      
Viola hederacea    Native Violet  
  
GROUNDCOVERS / CLIMBERS 
Hibbertia scandens    Climbing Guinea Flower  
Kennedia rubicunda    Dusky Coral Pea  
    
SHRUBS 
Baeckea virgata    Tall Baeckea    3m  
Calothamnus species    Claw Flower    2m 
Chamaelaucium uncinatum   Geraldton Wax   3m  
 Callistemon species   Bottlebrush     2m 
   
Grevillea species     Grevillea    2m   
Blandfordia species     Christmas Bells   1m 
Correa alba     White Correa    1m   
Lomandra longifolia     Lomandra      1m 
Eremophila species     Emu Bush    4m 
Eriostemon myoporoides    Wax Flower    2m 
Kunzea ambigua    Tick Bush    2m  
Epacris sp     Heath     1m 
Angiozanthos species   Kangaroo Paw    1m  
Banksia ericifoli    Banksia     4m 
Leptosermum species   Tea Tree    4m 
Thryptomene saxicola   Rock Thryptomene   1m 
 
LARGER SHRUBS / TREES 
Acacia  sp.     Wattle     >10m 
Acmena smithii     Lillypilli    18m  
 Melaleuca species    Paperbark     10m  
Hakea species    Pincushion Plant    4m  
Banksia serrata    Banksia      10m 
Agonis flexuosa    Willow Myrtle    14m  
Angophora floribunda   Rough barked Apple  20m  
Backhousia myrtifolia   Grey Myrtle     8m  
Banksia integrifolia    Banksia      20m  
Casuarina cunninghamiana  River She-oak   30m  
Ceratopetalum apetalum   Coachwood     10m  
Eucalyptus species    Gum Tree    >50m  
Pittosporum revolutum    Brisbane Laurel    3m  
Pittosporum rhombifolium   Pittosporum    9m 
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Suggested Native Deciduous Trees 
 
Botanic Name   Common Name   Size 
 
Brachychiton acerifolius  Flame Tree    30m 
Brachychiton  discolor  White Kurrajong/Lacebark  25m 
Erythrina vespertilio   Batswing Coral Tree  15m 
Flindersia australis   Australian Teak   30m  
Hymenosporum flavum  Native Frangipani   10m 
Melia azedarach 
        var. australasica  White Cedar    30m 
Nothofagus gunnii   Tanglefoot    2.5m 
Toona australis   Red Cedar    40m 
 
 
 
Suggested Native Shade Trees 
  
Botanic Name   Common Name   Size  
 
Acmena smithii   Lilli pilli    15m 
Backhousia citriodora          Lemon Scented Myrtle  12x6m 
Eucalyptus fibrosa   Broad leaved Ironbark  30x5m  
Eucalyptus ficifolia   Scarlet Flowering Gum  15x5m 
Eucalyptus nicholii   Peppermint Gum   30x5m 
Eucalyptus sideroxylon   Mugga Ironbark   30x5m 
Flindersia australis   Teak     30x15m 
¬Grevillea robusta    Silky Oak    20x10m 
Hymenosporum flavum  Native Frangipani   8x3m 
Lagunaria patersoni   Norfolk Island Hibiscus  10m 
Lophostemon confertus   Brush Box    15x10m 
Macadamia integrifolia  Macadamia    7x3m 
Pittosporum rhombifolium       10m 
Stenocarpus sinuatus  Qld Firewheel Tree   30x4m 
Tristaniopsis laurina   Water gum    7x3m 
  
 
Suggested Native Ferns 
 
Botanic Name   Common Name   Size 
 
Adiatum aethiopicum  Common Maidenhair  300mm 
Asplenium australasicum  Birds-nest Fern   1-2m 
Asplenium bulbiferum  Hen and Chicken Fern  1-2m 
Asplenium simplicifrons  Narrow-leaf Birds Nest Fern 600mm 
Blechnum fluviatile   Ray Water Fern   500mm 
Blechnum minus   Water Fern    1m 
Blechnum nudum   Fishbone Water Fern   2m 
Blechnum penna-marina  Alpine Water Fern    2m 
Cyathea australis   Rough Tree Fern    12m 

Cyathea cooperi   Lacy Tree Fern    12m 
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Dicksonia antarctica   Soft Tree Fern    15m 
Dicksonia youngiae   Tree Fern     5m 
Doodia aspera   Prickly Rasp Fern    600mm 
Doodia media   Common Rasp Fern   600mm 
Nephrolepis cordifolia  Fishbone Fern    1m 
Pellaea falcata   Sickle Fern     600mm 
Platycerium bifurcatum  Elkhorn     N/A 
Polystichum proliferum  Mother Shield fern   1.5m 
Todea barbara   Austral King Fern    3m  
 
Suggested Native Plants for Schools 
Mature Height: Over 3 metres 
 
Botanic Name     Common Name 
 
Acacia fimbriata     Fringed Wattle 
Acacia longifolia     Sydney Golden Wattle 
Acacia podalyriifolia     Mt Morgan Wattle 
Acacia spectabilis     Mudgee Wattle 
Angophora hispida     Dwaft Apple 
Baeckea virgata     Twiggy Baeckea 
Banksia coccinea     Scarlet Banksia  
Banksia ericifolia     Heath-leaved Banksia 
Banksia grandis     Bull Banksia 
Callistemon citrinus     Lemon-scented Bottlebrush 
Ceratopetalum gummiferum   NSW Christmas Bush 
Cupaniopsis anacardioides   Tuckeroo 
Eucalyptus macrocarpa    Rose of the West 
Eucalyptus obtusifolia    Port Jackson Mallee 
Grevillea 'Hookerana'     
Grevillea longifolia     Fern -leaf Grevillea 
Hakea dactyloides      
Hakea laurina     Pincushion Hakea 
Hakea salicifolia     Willow leaf Hakea 
Hibiscus heterophyllus    Native Rosella  
Jacksonia scoparia      
Leptospermum laevigatum    Coastal Tea-tree 
Melaleuca armillaris     Bracelet Honey-myrtle 
Melaleuca ericifolia     Swamp Paperbark 
Melaleuca hypericifolia    Hillock Bush 
Melaleuca nesophila    Showy Honey-myrtle 
Melastoma denticulatum    
Phebalium squameum 
Viminaria juncea     Native Broom 
Xylomelum pyriforme    Eastern Woody Pear 
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Suggested Native Plants for Schools 
Mature Height: up to 1 metre 
 
 
Botanic Name   Common Name 
 
Acacia drummondi   Drummond's Wattle 
Acacia myrtifolia   Myrtle Wattle 
Actinotus helianthi   Flannel Flower 
Angiozanthus sp.   Kangaroo Paw 
Astartea sp.     
Austromyrtus dulcis   Midgen Berry 
Baeckea densifolia   Baeckea 
Baeckea imbricata   Baeckea 
Banksia prostrata   Banksia 
Banksia repens   Banksia  
Bauera rubioides   Wiry Bauera 
Beaufortia macrostemon 
Blandfordia sp.   Christmas Bells 
Boronia serrulata   Boronia 
Boronia spathulata   Boronia 
Brachyscome multifida  Cut-leaf daisy 
Callistemon subulatus  Tonghi Bottlebrush 
Calytrix sullivanii   Grampians Fringe Myrtle 
Cassia aciphylla   Senna     
Chorizema cordatum  Coral Pea 
Correa pulchella   Correa 
Correa reflexa   Native Fushia 
Crowea sp.    Crowea 
Dianella tasmanica   Tasman Flax Lily 
Epacris sp.    Heath 
Eristemon myoporoides  Long-leaved Waxflower 
Grevillea baueri   Bauer's Grevillea 
Grevillea dimorpha 
Grevillea ilicifolia   Holly Grevillea 
Helichrysum sp.   Everlasting Daisies 
Hibbertia sp.    Guinea Flower 
Isopogon sp.    Conebush 
Lechenaultia sp.   Lechenaultia 
Lomandra longifolia   Mat Rush 
Melaleuca thymifolia  Thyme Honey Myrtle 
Thryptomene saxicola  Rock Thryptomene 
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Suggested Native Plants for Schools 
                      Mature height: 1 - 3 metres 
 
Botanic Name    Common Name 
 
Acacia buxifolia    Box-leaf Wattle 
Acacia decora    Western Goldern Wattle 
Acacia longifolia    Sydney GoldenWattle 
Acacia terminalis    Cedar Wattle 
Acmena smithi    Lilly Pilly 
Baeckea linifolia    Swamp Heath Myrtle 
Banksia baueri    Possum Banksia 
Bauera rubioides    Wiry Baurea    
Boronia megastigma   Brown Boronia 
Callistemon sp.    Bottlebrush 
Calothamnus sp.    Net-bush 
Cassia artemisoides   Silver Cassia 
Chamelaucium uncinatum   Geraldton Wax 
Correa alba     White Correa 
Dodonaea triquetra    Hop Bush 
Doranthes excelsa    Gymea Lily 
Eriostemon myoporoides   Native Daphne 
Grevillea banksii    Bank's Grevillea 
Grevillea  'Poorinda sp'   Grevillea 
Grevillea  buxifolia    Grey Spider Flower 
Grevillea  rosmarinifolia   Rosemary Grevillea 
Indigofera australis    Australian Indigo 
Kunzea ambigua    Tick Bush 
Lambertia formosa    Mountain Devil 
Leptospermum sp.    Tea Tree 
Melaleuca incana    Grey Honey-myrtle 
Melaleuca  squarrosa   Honey-myrtle 
Persoonia lanceolata   Geebung 
Prostanthera sp.    Mint Bush 
Telopea speciosissima   Waratah 
Westringia fruticosa    Coast Rosemary 
 
 
  
 
Botanic Name   Common Name  Usable Portion 
 
CLIMBERS / GROUNDCOVERS  
Billardiera scandens   Apple Berry   Fruit 
Cissus antarctica    Native Grape   Fruit 
Eustrephus latifolius   Wombat Berry  Tuber 
Glycine clandestina    Twining Glycine  Roots  
Leichhardtia leptophylla   Bush Banana  All parts  
Tetragonia tetragonoides  Warrigal Greens  All green parts 
Viola hederaceae   Native Violet   Flowers 
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SHRUBS 
Acacia  species   Wattle    Seeds, gum 
Callistemon species   Bottlebrush   Nectar 
Calocasia esculentum   Taro    Roots edible 
Citriobatus pauciflorus  Orange Thorn  Fruit 
Cordyline stricta    Slender Palm Lily  Fruit 
Correa alba     White Correa   Leaves for tea making 
Doryanthes excelsa   Gymea Lily   Seeds, roots and fl 
spike 
Lomandra species   Mat Rush   Leaf base, flowers 
edible 
Myoporum acuminatum  Boobialla   Fruit 
Persoonia lanceolata  Lance Leaf Geebung Fruit 
Persoonia levis   Broad Leaf Geebung Fruit 
Santalum acuminatum   Quandong   Fruit, seed 
Themeda australis   Kangaroo Grass  Seed 
Xanthorrhoea australis   Grasstree   Flower spike soaked in 
         water/produces sweet 
drink 
 
TREES 
Acmena smithii    Lillipilli    Fruit 
Davidsonia pruriens   Davidsons Plum  Fruit 
Dicksonia antarctica   Soft Tree Fern  Starchy pith  
Ficus species   Fig    Fruit 
Livistona australia   Cabbage Tree Palm  Crown heart  
Macadamia integrifolia   Macadamia Nut  Seed kernel 
Melaleuca quinquenervia   Paperbark   Nectar 
Podocarpus elatus   Brown Pine   Fruit stalk 
Sterculia quadrifida    Peanut Tree   Kernel 
Syzygium luehmanii   Bush Apple   Fruit 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggested Plants for Schools: 
Natives with Fragrant Flowers 
                        
Botanic Name   Common Name      Size    
         
Acacia beckleri   Barrier Range Wattle 3m 
Acacia dealbata   Silver Wattle   25m 
Acacia deanei   Deans Wattle  6m 
Acacia floribunda   Sallow Wattle  7m 
Acacia linifolia   Flax Wattle   4m 
Acacia suaveolens   Sweet Wattle   3m 
Acacia terminalis   Sunshine Wattle  5m 
Acacia truncata   NONE    2m   
Albizia lophantha   Cape Wattle   8m  



 

            Youth Community Greening                              Botanic Gardens Trust, Sydney                                           2010 

Alyxia ruscifolia   Sea-box   2m 
Banksia ericifolia   Heath-leaved Banksia 6m   
Banksia integrifolia   Coast Banksia  20m   
Banksia marginata   Silver Banksia  10m   
Banksia spinulosa   Hairpin Banksia  6m   
Boronia alata 
Boronia floribunda       1.5m  
Boronia megastigma  Brown Boronia  3m 
Boronia pinnata       1.5m 
Boronia serrulata   Native Rose   1m 
Bursaria spinosa   Sweet Bursaria  6m   
Callistemon pallidus   Lemon Bottlebrush  5m   
Cassia artemisioides  Silver Cassia   2m  
Clematis aristata   Austral Clematis  Climber  
Crinum flaccidum   Darling Lily   1m   
Dendrobium gracilicaule 
Epacris impressa   Common Heath   
Eupomatia laurina   Bolwarra   4m 
Goodia lotifolia   Clover Tree 
Grevillea brevicuspis      1m   
Grevillea tridentifera       2m   
Grevillea triloba       1m   
Hakea nodosa   Yellow Hakea  3m   
Hakea sericea   Silky Hakea   3m   
Hakea suaveolens   Sweet-scented Hakea 4m 
Hoya australis   Wax Plant   Climber 
Hymenosporum flavum  Native Frangipani  8m   
Indigofera australis   Australian Indigo  2m   
Jacksonia scoparia   Dogwood   3m   
Jasminum suavissimum  Sweet Jasmine  Climber  
Kunzea ambigua   Tick Bush   2m   
Lomandra longifolia   Mat Rush   1m   
Melaleuca ericifolia   Swamp Paperbark  7m   
Melaleuca linariifolia  Snow in Summer  8m   
Melaleuca squarrosa  Scented Paperbark  5m  
Suggested Plants for Schools: Natives with Fragrant Flowers  p.2 
 
Melia azedarach   White Cedar   8m   
Pittosporum revolutum  Brisbane Laurel  4m   
Pittosporum rhombifolium      7m   
Pratia pedunculata   Pratia    Prostrate  
Pultenaea graveolens  Scented bush pea  1m 
Tetratheca ciliata   Pink-bells   90cm  
Thryptomene saxicola  Rock Thryptomene  1m 
Viola hederaceae   Native Violet   Prostrate 
 
 
  
 
Suggested Native Plants  
with Fragrant Foliage 



 

            Youth Community Greening                              Botanic Gardens Trust, Sydney                                           2010 

                        
Botanic Name   Common Name      Size            
 
Acacia howittii   Sticky Wattle   7m 
Acacia leprosa   Cinnamon Wattle  8m 
Acacia verniciflua   Varnish Wattle  4m 
Anthocercis viscosa   Rayflower 
Boronia  sp. (ALL)   Boronia   3m 
Baeckea camphorata  Camphor Myrtle  60cm   
Callistemon pallidus   Lemon Bottlebrush  5m 
Callistemon citrinus   Crimson Bottlebrush 7m   
Kunzea  sp.    Tick Bush   2m 
Backhousia citriodora  Lemon Scented Myrtle 8m 
Backhousia  anistata  Aniseed Tree   30m 
Calytrix sullivanii   Grampians Fringe-myrtle  1.5m 
Crowea exalata   Small Crowea  0.5m 
Crowea saligna       1m 
Darwinia citriodora   Lemon-scented Darwinia  1m 
Eriostemon myoporoides  Long-leaved Waxflower 1m 
Eucalyptus citriodora  Lemon Scented gum 15m   
Eucalyptus polybractea  Blue-leaved Mallee  10m 
Eucalyptus pulchella  White Peppermint  15m 
Eucalyptus viridis   Green Mallee  10m 
Leptospermum petersonii  Lemon-scented Tea-tree 3m 
Melaleuca bracteata      10m 
Melaleuca citrina 
Melaleuca lateritia   Red Robin Bush  3m 
Mentha australis 
Mentha diemenica   Slender Mint   0.2m 
Micromyrtus ciliata   Fringed Heath-myrtle 1m 
Pelargonium australe 
Phebalium dentatum  Toothed Phebalium  3m 
Phebalium lamprophyllm 
Prostanthera aspalathoides Scarlet Mint-bush  0.5m 
" "  cuneata  Alpine Mint-bush  1m 
" " lasianthos  Vic. Christmas Bush 4m 
" " melissifolia  Balm Mint-bush  2m 
" " monticola  Monkey Mint-bush  1m 
" " rotundifolia  Round-leaf Mint-bush 2m 
" " serpyllifolia  Small-leaf Mint-bush 0.5m 
Sollya heterophlla   Bluebell Creeper  Climber 
Zieria cytisoides   Downy Zieria   120cm 
Zieria veronicea   Lemon-scented Zieria 60cm  
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Suggested Native Groundcovers for Schools 
 
 
Botanic Name   Common Name   Flower colour 
 
Banksia prostrata   Prostrate Banksia   Red/brown 
Bauera rubioides   River/Dog rose   Pink/white 
Billardiera scandens  Appleberry    Lemon 
Brachycome multifida  Cut Leaf Daisy   Blue/pink 
Brachysema latifolium  Pea Bush    Orange/red 
Chorizema aciculare  Flame Pea    Red pea 
Cissus antarctica   Native Grape    Inconspicuous 
Clianthus formosus   Sturt's Desert Pea   Red pea 
Correa pulchella   Correa    Salmon bells 
Dampiera diversifolia       Deep blue 
Dampiera linaris        Blue 
Darwinia grandiflora        Red 
Glycine clandestina   Twining Glycine   Blue pea 
Grevillea 'Poorinda Royal Mantle'      Red 
Grevillea bipinnatifida  Grape Grevillea   Orange/red 
Grevillea biternata        Cream 
Grevillea juniperina        Red /yellow 
Hardenbergia violaceae  False Sarsaparilla   Purple pea 
Hibbertia scandens   Twining Guinea-flower  Yellow 
Kennedia rubicunda   Dusky Coral-pea   Red pea 
Lechenaultia biloba   Blue Lechenaultia   Blue 
Lobelia alata    Lobelia    Blue 
Myoporum parvifolium  Creeping Boobialla   White 
Pandorea jasminoides  Bower Vine    Pink 
Passiflora alba   Native Passionfruit   Pale 
Passiflora herbertiana  Native Passionflower  Apricot 
Phyla nodiflora        Pink 
Scaevola aemula   Fairy Fans    Blue 
Viola betonicifolia   Purple Violet    Violet 
Viola hederaceae   Native Violet    Purple 
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Suggested Native Screening Plants for School Grounds 
 
Botanic Name   Common Name   Size 
 
LARGE NATIVES 
Acacia longifolia   Sydney Golden Wattle  10m 
Acmena smithii   Lilly Pilli    15m 
Backhousia citriodora  Lemon Scented Myrtle  8m 
Banksia serrata   Saw Banksia    10m 
Eucalyptus lehmanii   Bushy Yate    8m 
Hakea salicifolia   Willow Hakea   7m 
Lagunaria patersonia  Norfolk Is Hibiscus   10m 
Lophostemon confertus  Brush Box    30m 
Pittosporum rhombifolium  Orange-Berried Pittosporum 10m 
Pittosporum undulatum  Sweet Pittosporum   14m 
Tristaniopsis laurina   Water Gum    15m 
 
NATIVE SHRUBS 
Baeckea virgata   Twiggy Baeckea   3m 
Banksia ericifolia   Heath Banksia   4m 
Banksia integrifolia   Coast Banksia   15m 
Banksia spinulosa   Hairpin Banksia   3m 
Callistemon citrinus   Lemon Scented Bottlebrush 3m 
Callistemon viminalis  Weeping Bottlebrush  10m 
Ceratopetalum gummiferum NSW Christmas Bush  12m 
Kunzea ambigua   White Kunzea   3m 
Leptospermum laevigatum  Coastal Teatree   6m 
Melaleuca armillaris   Bracelet Honey Myrtle  8m 
Melaleuca hypericifolia  Hillock Bush    6m 
Westringia fruticosa   Coast Rosemary   3m 
 
CLIMBERS ON SCREENS 
Cissus antartica   Native Grape 
Hardenbergia violaceae  False Sarsaparilla 
Kennedia nigricans   Black Coral Pea 
Kennedia rubicunda   Dusky Coral Pea 
Pandorea jasminoides  Bower Vine 
Pandorea pandorana  Wonga Wonga Vine 
  
  
Suggested Native Plants for Wet Conditions 
 
 
Botanic Name    Common Name  Size 
 
Acacia baileyana    Cootamundra Wattle 8m  
Archonotophoenix cunninghamiana Bangalow Palm  15m 
Baeckea virgata     Twiggy Heath Myrtle 4m 
Banksia aemula    Wallum Banksia  8m 
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Banksia ericifolia    Heath - leaved Banksia 4m 
Banksia robur    Swamp Banksia  2m 
Banksia serrata    Saw Banksia   20m 
Bauera rubioides    River Rose   2m 
Callistemon  salignus   Willow Bottlebrush  15m 
Callistemon viminalis   Weeping Bottlebrush 12m 
Casuarina cunninghamiana  River Oak   30m 
Casuarina glauca    Swamp She Oak  15m 
Eucalyptus botryoides   Southern Mahogany 20m 
Hakea salicifolia    Willow Hakea  7m 
Liverstona australis    Cabbage Tree Palm  20m 
Melaleuca armillaris    Bracelet Honey Myrtle 8m 
Melaleuca ericifolia    Swamp Paperbark  8m 
Melaleuca quinquenervia   Broad-leaved Paperbark 25m 
Melaleuca styphelioides   Prickly Paperbark  10m 
Tristaniopsis laurina    Water Gum   8m 
Viminaria juncea    Native Broom  3m 
Viola hederaceae    Native Violet   5cm 
 
 
 
 
 
 


