Why does the Kookaburra Laugh?
Told by Uncle Wes Marne

On a special day Biami decided to give birds their special sound. 
But each bird could only have one sound.

One bird can’t have two sounds, 2 birds can’t have the same sound.
“I want you to go back into the bush and think of what sound you would like and in the morning you come back to me and that is the sound I will give you”. 
All the birds went away and they came back in the morning, they all got their special sounds. 
Biami told them, “Now you can go back into the bush and live the life that you were made for, you don’t need me any more”.
Eventually all the birds turned and they went. 
When they were out of sight Biami turned to go himself, when he heard a sound.

Looking around he saw sitting up on a branch was Goodeena, the kookaburra. 
Kookaburra was sitting there with his head on his chest and Biami said to him,

“What’s wrong with you kookaburra”?

Kookaburra just shook his head. 
Biami said, ”You don’t have a special sound do you”? 
Kookaburra just shook his head again. 
“Do you want me to give you a special sound?” 
Kookaburra shook his head again. 
You know what was wrong with him, he was jealous, he was jealous of the magpie. 
He wanted to whistle like the magpie. 
Remember what we said, one bird, one sound. 
The magpie had been first and got the sound the kookaburra wanted. 
The night before when kookaburra went home he said to himself,

“In the morning I’m going to have the best sound in the bush and to have the best sound in the bush I’m going to be first in line when all the sounds are given out, and to be first in line I’m going to sit up all night, I’m not going to sleep”. 
He did, he sat up, he sat up and when his eyes got heavy he said I’ll close my eyes for just a second and I’ll be alright.  
When he closed his eyes he went to sleep, and when he went to sleep, he slept in. 
Instead of being first in line in the morning, he was last. He never got the sound that he wanted.
Right through the Dreamtime kookaburra always wanted to whistle like the magpie. 
So Biami said to the kookaburra, 
“Every bird will have a sound and you are no different. You are going to have a sound too, but the sound you are going to have will be the first sound that comes out of your mouth. So you be careful what comes out of your mouth because there are some terrible sounds around.” 
Kookaburra just looked him up and down. 
Biami said, “I’m going away now to make all the other creatures and animals. You remember what I said”.

The kookaburra said nothing.

Just sitting up on a limb and time went on and on and all he would do was fly down in the morning, get something to eat and then sit back up on the limb.

Time went on and on, until one day he heard a sound in the grass and he saw Magami, the brown snake. 
Magami moved across the grass clearing like snakes do because on the other side of the clearing was a small log. 
On one end of the log was a little frog, and snakes love frogs, love to eat them. 
So the snake went up to the log, curled up, lifted his head and grabbed. 
With one little frog in his mouth he turned his head and saw the other frog. 
He thought, “I’m a big snake and one frog won’t fill me up”.
So when he opened up his mouth to grab the second frog, the one in his mouth jumped out. 
So he grabbed for the second one and got it. 
He went back to the first frog but when he opened his mouth the frog jumped out.
The kookaburra was watching how every time the snake went to grab the second frog the one in his mouth kept jumping out. 
The kookaburra was there just shaking his head. 
The snake kept grabbing for the frogs. 
In the end the snake got tired and the two little frogs jumped away.

The snake put his head down, tears ran down his face and he started to cry.

Kookaburra couldn’t help himself, he opened his mouth and started to laugh.

Now the moral behind this story is that the kookaburra laughed because the snake was greedy. 
The snake wasn’t satisfied with one little frog, he wanted two.

So when the kookaburra laughs, stop and think is he laughing at me because I’ve been greedy.

